LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

" Was she dull? " asked my lord.

" I do not think so," I said.

" Then -why," he went on, " did she change a
way of life which was so convenient and agreeable
for one which is tiresome and insipid? It appears
to me------"

" It appears to me/' interrupted his relative,
" that Miss Cecilia might have three reasons, that
is to say any one of three reasons, any of which
would do her credit."

" And what might these reasons be? " asked the
young man.

" Firstly she may have feared that the world
might censure the manner of living which we are
regretting, and that women, vexed at no longer
having these two ladies amongst them, and envy-
ing them the attentions of all the men who visited
them, might make unjust or unkind remarks; now
a woman, and how much more a young girl,
cannot be at too great pains to avoid idle talk or
anything that gives rise to it."

" And your second reason? Let me see," said
my lord, " if I think it any better than your first."

" Miss Cecilia may have inspired in someone
who visits here a sentiment to which she does not
feel inclined to respond, and which, in conse-
quence, she does not wish to encourage."

" And the third? "

" It is not impossible that she herself may have
felt the commencement of a preference to which
she does not wish to abandon herself*"
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